
Actual Book Size 8.5 X 5.5 

 

SAMPLE FOR READING ONLY DO NOT COPY 



          AUTHOR:    Calvin Wayne Wright , Master of Divinity, Southwestern Baptist  

   Theological Seminary. 
 

How These Books Are Being Used: 

 

1. As the subject matter of Sunday Schools, with the emphasis on 

 ―Understanding The Gospel Of Salvation.‖ 

2. Several are being placed in the back of church pews for people to  

 read while they are waiting for the church service to start. 

3. They are used to counsel those inquiring about salvation. 

4. They are taken to families who have visited the church. 

5. They are given to those in the hospital. 

6. They are given to family and friends who might not understand  

 the gospel of salvation. 

7. Copies are being mailed to celebrities and political officials. 

8. Copies are given to those in jail or prison. 

9. Copies are placed in motels, laundromats, and other public places in a box 

 that says, ―Free, Take One.‖ 

10.  Copies are given to those who are unsettled by doubts about their salvation. 

11. Copies are being kept in front of the church in a box that says, ―Free, Take One‖. 
 

OTHER BOOKS BY THE AUTHOR: 

 

1. Eternal Life In Jesus 

2. Jesus Claimed To Be God 

3. The Homosexual And The Gospel Of Jesus Christ 

4. Scientific Evidence (Proof!) That Jesus Rose From The Dead. 

5. Jesus Is The Messiah 
 

This book has been put onto a CD so that churches and individuals can print 

and give away this book for just the cost of paper and ink.  To purchase a CD, 

 contact the Publishers. 

 

Copyright laws prohibit photo-copying or any other reproduction of this  

material without having purchased a CD. 
 

 

Photographs by Vernon Miller, Chief Technical Photographer, STURP, 
1978.  All photographs © 1978 Vernon Miller, All Rights Reserved.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SHARE THE WORD PUBLISHING COMPANY 

P.O. Box 486 / Piedmont, Oklahoma 73078 / (405) 373-2882   Lords@fullnet.net 



SCIENTIFIC EVIDENCE (PROOF!)  

THAT JESUS CHRIST 

RAISED FROM THE DEAD 

 

 

 

CONTENTS 

 

        PAGE 

INTRODUCTION      1 

 

HISTORY OF THE BURIAL CLOTH    5 

 

THE AWESOME POWER OF FORENSIC SCIENCE  7 

 

SCIENCE VS. FAITH      8 

 

A DESCRIPTION OF THE SHROUD OF TURIN   9 

 

IS THE IMAGE A PAINTING?     10 

 

SCIENTIFIC EVIDENCE THAT THE SHROUD ORIGINATED 

 IN THE JERUSALEM AREA IN THE FIRST CENTURY 13 

 

SCIENTIFIC EVIDENCE THAT JESUS CHRIST ROSE FROM 

 THE DEAD      15 

 

HOW WAS THE IMAGE FORMED ON THE BURIAL CLOTH? 19 

 

TWO PHENOMENON IN SCRIPTURE THAT COULD ACCOUNT 

 FOR THE IMAGE ON THE CLOTH   21 

 

THE RESURRECTION OF JESUS FROM THE DEAD IS THE 

 MOST IMPORTANT DOCTRINE OF THE CHRISTIAN 

 FAITH       23 

 

HISTORICAL EVIDENCE OF THE RESURRECTION  24 

 

HOW DOES A PERSON BECOME A REAL CHRISTIAN?  25 



 

INTRODUCTION 
 

   The resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead is the central theme and foundation 

of the Christian religion.  The belief that Jesus raised from the dead is founded on 

the eye-witness accounts of thousands of people.  There were thousands of  

people who saw Him die, and there were thousands of people who saw Him after 

He had arisen from the dead. 
 

   What we refer to today as the New Testament  is a compilation of personal letters 

and systematic re-counting of the teachings and activities of Jesus by those who 

knew Him personally, and were writing under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit.  

These people give testimony that they saw Jesus killed on a cross – crucified as a 

criminal.  And they give testimony that they, along with thousands of others,  saw 

Him alive after three days, having risen from the dead! 
 

   Jesus Christ was crucified in the year 33 AD.  ( The designation ―AD‖ is an  

abbreviation of the Latin words meaning ―In the year of our Lord.‖)  The person of 

Jesus Christ so changed the history of the world that our calendars were re-written 

so as to reference His Life. 
 

   The designation ―BC‖ means ―Before Christ.‖  But the belief that Jesus rose from 

the dead and still lives today is why we use the Latin term that means ―In the year 

of our Lord.‖   This is still another ―year of our Lord‖ since He still lives today! 
 

Many people have had sincere ―intellectual‖ problems believing that someone could 

actually have risen from the dead.  They find it difficult to believe that Jesus was the 

Son of God, and that He arose from the dead.  Modern science has, in many cases, 

encouraged this agnostic or atheistic attitude.   Many have been so influenced by 

science, they have had difficulty embracing anything ―by faith.‖ 
 

It is ironic that it is science that now gives the strongest evidence that the  

miracle of the resurrection of Jesus from the dead actually happened.  If you 

are a person who has seen ―science‖ as being opposed to ―religion,‖ you will now 

find yourself in an unusual dilemma:  It is advanced technologies of science that 

now presents insurmountable evidence that Jesus Christ was crucified in the first 

century, and that He came back to life on the third day after His death, just as is  

recorded in those first century documents now known as the ―New Testament.‖ 
 

This scientific evidence surrounds the investigation of a burial cloth known as ―The 

Shroud of Turin.‖  The word ―shroud‖ means ―burial cloth.‖  Turin is the town in 

Italy where this burial cloth has been kept since the year 1578. 
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There are literally thousands of burial cloths in today’s museums that date back as 

far as one thousand years BC.  And many of these burial cloths were woven in the 

first century.  However, out of the thousands of ancient burial cloths still in  

existence today, only one has an image on it.  And this one has an image of the  

person who was buried in the cloth.  That one is the ―Shroud of Turin.‖  And, as 

you will see, the evidence is overwhelming that the image is that of Jesus Christ. 

 

  In 1978 a group of 26 American scientists, from many diverse disciplines, (known 

as STURP: Shroud of Turin Research Project) began research on the Shroud of  

Turin.  This team of scientists has invested more than 150,000 hours of intense  

scientific testing, greater than that applied to any other ancient artifact in history. 

Among the conclusions they came to were: 
 

 1.   The image is not a fraud. 

 2.   The image is not a painting. 

 3.   The image was not made by a person. 

 4.   How the image was made is a mystery. 
 

 The purpose of this small book is to make available to the general public the  

scientific findings of the “Shroud of Turin” that give strong evidence for the 

resurrection of Jesus from the dead.  (If the subject of these findings were any-

one other than Jesus Christ, the findings would be called ―proof‖, not ―evidence.‖)  

It is not the purpose of this book to document all of this evidence.  There have been 

many books written and videos filmed that do document the evidence, and I have 

listed several at the end of this introduction. I highly recommend that you purchase 

one or more of these books/videos and study them closely.  There is a wealth of 

information in these books/videos that I have not been able to include in this small 

book. 
 

   Please understand that the conclusions drawn by the author of this book, and by 

the authors of the books that are mentioned, are conclusions that have been reached 

after careful consideration of the scientific and historical facts.  Every  

person  that I know of, approached this subject initially as a skeptic, including  

myself. It was only after an honest evaluation of facts that we eventually had to be 

honest with ourselves and admit that the scientific facts allow no other conclusion 

than this:  
 

  The burial cloth known as “The Shroud of Turin” is indeed the  

 cloth that was placed around the body of Jesus after His crucifixion.  

 And, the mysterious image that is on the cloth is actually a 

 “photographic negative” of the body of Jesus Christ. 
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   This burial cloth has no supernatural power. It is not to be worshipped.  That 

would be idolatry.  It gives evidence that Jesus was more than just a man.  He was 

the Son of God.  He is the object of our worship. 
 

I challenge you to read this book with a sincere willingness  to let the facts speak for 

themselves.  If you need more verification, purchase one or more of the books and 

videos  listed on the following page.   

 

As fantastic as it may seem, it appears that God has given us scientific 

evidence that Jesus Christ rose from the dead! 

 

Calvin Wayne Wright    

January, 2002 

PAGE 3 



THIS BOOK IS A SUMMARY OF FACTS THAT CAN 

BE DOCUMENTED BY THE FOLLOWING PUBLICATIONS: 

 

 

Verdict on the Shroud ,  book by Dr. Kenneth E. Stevenson (Member of the 

STURP Group that did scientific investigation of the shroud) 

 

The Shroud and the Controversy,  book co-authored by Dr. Kenneth E.  

Stevenson and Gary R. Habermas. 

 

Image of the Risen Christ, book by Dr. Kenneth E. Stevenson 

Frontier Research Publications, Inc. 

P.O. Box 129, Station ―U‖, Toronto, Ontario  M8Z 5M4 

 

Jesus the Great Debate, book by Grant Jeffrey 

Frontier Research Publications, Inc. 

P.O. Box 129, Station ―U‖, Toronto, Ontario M8Z 5M4 

 

Jesus the Great Debate, video by Grant Jeffrey 

Frontier Research Publications, Inc. 

P.O. Box 129, Station ―U‖, Toronto, Ontario M8Z 5M4 

 

The Man of Pain: The Holy Shroud, Video 

 Goldhil Video, Thousand Oaks, Ca. 91360 

 

In Pursuit Of The Shroud  Video  

TLC Video, Discovery Channel Video, Bethesda, MD  20814 

 

 

 

BOOKS THAT GIVE HISTORICAL EVIDENCE 

FOR THE RESURRECTION 

 

What Is The Proof for the Resurrection? By Ralph O. Muncaster 

Harvest House Publishers, Eugene, Oregon 97402 

 

The New Evidence That Demands A Verdict By Josh McDowell 

Thomas Nelson Publishers, Nashville 
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HISTORY OF THE BURIAL CLOTH 

 

   You may be saying to yourself, ―I have never heard of the Shroud of Turin.  

Where did it come from? Where has it been for the past 2,000 years?‖ 

 

   These are good questions.  I asked myself these same questions when I was first 

introduced to the burial cloth. 

 

   I have discovered that there is very clear historical evidence for the ―Shroud of  

Turin.‖  Of course, it has been referred to by several ―names.‖  It has been called 

―The Image Of Edessa,‖ ―The Mandylion,‖ and ―The Shroud Of Turin.‖ 

 

   It is beyond the scope of this small book to give all of the details and historical  

references that document the history of the burial cloth.  This book is intended 

only as a summary of the available information.  We highly recommend that you 

read the books and view the videos that are mentioned in the Introduction of this 

book.  The following is a summary of the history of the burial cloth of Jesus. 

 

   The city of Edessa, in ancient Syria (present day Urfa) was the residence of 

King  Abgar V.  He ruled this city kingdom from AD 13 to AD 50.  This king, 

upon hearing of the healing ministry of Jesus, wrote a letter, asking Jesus to come 

and heal him of a deadly disease.   Jesus sent a letter in reply explaining that He 

must stay and finish the work He was sent to do, but He would shortly send one 

of His disciples to him. 

 

   Shortly after the crucifixion, resurrection, and ascension of  Jesus into heaven, 

one of His disciples came to Edessa.  He had with him a cloth with an image of 

Jesus on it.  The King was healed of his disease and Edessa became a center of 

Christian evangelization of that area.  There was a tradition in Edessa that a holy 

image of Jesus was associated with this evangelization.  There are many ancient 

church paintings and even images on coins that depict the image of Jesus on a 

cloth being displayed in ancient Edessa.   However, the image was lost for about 

three hundred years, during which time the city of Edessa was attacked by ene-

mies of the Christian faith. 

 

   In the year 525 AD, while the walls around the city of Edessa were being  

repaired, the cloth containing the image of Christ was found in a niche above the 

west gate.  It had most likely been hidden there during a siege on the city.  Those 

who knew of its whereabouts were obviously killed.  The cloth remained there 

undisturbed, protected  from sunlight and the elements that might harm it. 

 

   After its re-discovery, the Emperor Justinian built a shrine and a cathedral for 

the cloth.  It remained there on display for the Christian population until the  

seventh century when the city was captured by a Muslim army. 
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   In AD 944 the Byzantine Emperor Romanus, head of the Christian Greek  

Orthodox Church, headquartered in Constantinople, sent an army to Edessa to  

demand that the Muslim king turn over the Christian relic, ―The Image Of 

Edessa.‖  In return for the cloth the Christian army agreed to spare Edessa,  

release 200 Moslem prisoners, pay a ransom, and guarantee Edessa’s perpetual 

immunity from attack.  The emir of Edessa agreed to these demands and turned 

over the burial cloth to the Christians. 
 

   The army, with ―The Image of Edessa―, arrived in Constantinople on August 

15, 944 AD.  The next day the Emperor initiated the ―Feast Of The Holy Face.‖ 

(The shroud was folded 4 times leaving the face of Christ visible on the top.) 

To this day, the Greek Orthodox Church celebrates this feast every August 16th. 
 

   The linen cloth was listed in the royal records of Constantinople by Nicholas 

Mesarites, the curator of the imperial collection.  A manuscript states that the  

collection included: 
 

 ―the burial shroud of Christ: these are of linen.  They are  

 cheap and easy to find materials, still smelling of myrrh  

 and defying decay since they wrapped the outlineless,  

 fragrant-with-myrrh, naked body after the Passion.‖ 
 

   While at Constantinople the burial cloth came to be know as  ―The  

Mandylion,‖ a name derived from an Arabic word meaning ―veil.‖  It remained at 

Constantinople, considered to be one of the holiest and most revered of  

Orthodoxy’s relics, until its disappearance in 1204 AD. 
 

  In 1204 AD a European army of Christians, preparing for the Fourth Crusade 

into Muslim territory, decided to attack their fellow Christians of Constantinople 

instead.  This has proved to be one of the most shameful eras of Christian  

history; a time when Christians, in the name of Christ, were doing shameful acts 

that Christ, Himself, condemned.  The city of Constantinople was looted and  

pillaged.  When the rampage was over, the Mandylion was gone. 
 

   The burial cloth containing the image of Jesus emerged 153 years later in Lirey, 

France, a village about one hundred miles southeast of Paris.  Geoffrey de 

Charny, the man in possession of the shroud, had family connections with a  

religious order called the Knights Templars. This order of knights was very strong 

during the era of the Crusades.  Many princes and nobles in those  

unsettled times often entrusted their valuables to the Templars for safekeeping.  

Among these valuables would have been the relics brought back from the holy 

land by the Crusaders. 
 

   Geoffrey de Charny was killed by the English at the Battle of Poitiers in 1356. 

His widow, Jeanne de Vergy, impoverished by her husband’s death, attempted to 

raise money by displaying the burial cloth of Jesus in her local church.  The year 
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was 1357.  Since that year, the history of the ―Shroud of Turin‖ is well known and 

well documented.  The grand-daughter of Geoffrey de Charny, Margaret de Charny, 

had no children, and thus, no heir to whom she could leave the burial cloth.  She 

deeded the Shroud to Louis of Savoy in 1453, and the House of Savoy has owned it 

ever since. 

 

   The House of Savoy was successful in war and politics, and the head of the family 

eventually became the king of Italy.  Under the influence of this powerful family, the 

Shroud gained a reputation of being the true burial garment of Jesus.  In the year 

1464, Pope Sixtus IV let it be known that he regarded it as an authentic relic.  The 

dukes of Savoy built a special chapel for the Shroud in Chambery, France.   

 

On December 4, 1532 fire broke out in the chapel and raged around the silver-lined 

box where the Shroud lay folded.  The fire melted part of the silver lining of the box, 

and a piece of molten silver fell on the folded cloth and burned through it.  One of the 

duke of Savoy’s counselors and two Franciscan priests carried the burning box out of 

the building and doused it with water, extinguishing the flames.  Fortunately, the im-

age was virtually untouched, but the marks of the fire and water disfigure the Shroud 

to this day. 

 

   In 1578 the Savoys moved the Shroud to their new capital in Turin, Italy.  It  

remains there to this day.  That is why the burial cloth of Jesus is now referred to as 

―The Shroud Of Turin.‖ 

 

   Although the Shroud of Turin is under the care of the Roman Catholic Church, it is 

an important historical relic to churches of every denomination.  For 1500 years the 

Catholic Church was the only church.  If the Shroud of Turin is the actual burial gar-

ment of Jesus, it is an invaluable part of history that can be used to bring men and 

women to faith in Jesus Christ. 

    

 

 

THE AWESOME POWER OF FORENSIC SCIENCE 

 

   The power of forensic science is nothing less than awesome.  With this science we 

can now identify particles that are not even visible to the human eye.   A person can 

be identified by the slightest residue of  blood, hair, or skin.  The scientist can tell 

where a person has been by examining residue on his shoes or clothing that cannot be 

detected without the aid of modern technology.  Items such as clothing, paper, fibers, 

ink, etc. can be identified, traced, and matched by the use of forensic science.  Crimes 

are being solved and criminals are being identified by the use of forensic  

science.   It is now possible to tell who is the real father or mother of an unclaimed 

child.  The modern scientist can do things today that were unheard of, indeed,  

un-thought of just a few years ago. 
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It is this same forensic science that has been used to examine the Shroud of Turin. 

Scientists from a number of scientific disciplines have spent more than 150,000 

hours of investigation of the Shroud of Turin.  This item has been examined more 

closely over a longer period of time than has any other ancient artifact!   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SCIENCE VS. FAITH 
 

   For many people science and faith are antithetical; they are opposed to each other.  

And in some respects this is true.  The very definition of science refers to some-

thing that can be observed in a controlled environment, repeated, and  

analyzed.   The Christian faith on the other hand is based on incidences that took 

place in history.  And history is not subject  to control, repetition, or analysis. 

 

   The development of science has caused many people in our modern time to  

become skeptical of religious faith.  That is one reason why the scientific investiga-

tion of the Shroud of Turin is so important.  For the first time, a historical event has 

been preserved in such a state that it can be investigated, tested, and analyzed.  The 

Shroud of Turin challenges unbelief by presenting scientific evidence that the  

crucifixion and resurrection of Jesus Christ actually occurred.  For some, this is the 

only type of evidence that will be convincing. 

 

   Even many religious people have difficulty believing the actual, historical,  

literal, physical resurrection of Jesus from the dead.  They have decided that the 

resurrection of Jesus is nothing more than symbolism or myth.  As difficult as it 

may be for you to comprehend now, you will see by the scientific evidence  

presented that the crucifixion and resurrection of Jesus from the dead is an actual, 

literal, historical event. 

 

   You must be honest with yourself and examine the scientific facts on their own 

merit.  You must not allow your previous views of Jesus (or Christians) to cause 

you to circumvent the facts and evidence that will be presented.  Remember, these 

same scientific disciplines are accepted in our courts today and determine life and 

death cases.  People actually live or die based on the exact same type of evidence 

that we have presented  to us concerning the Shroud of Turin. 
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    Please be willing for God to ―prove‖ Himself to you.  He will be speaking to 

your mind and heart as you examine the facts.  For most people there is an ―inner 

struggle‖ as they are confronted with the claims of Christ, and the demands that 

Christ makes on us.  The reason there is an inner struggle is that there is a real Sa-

tan just as there is a real God.  Satan is just as real as evil in the world.  Satan is evil 

and it is his intention to deceive you in order to destroy you.  Not every thought that 

comes into your mind is your thought.  Some of those thoughts will be from God; 

some will be from Satan.  Tell God, ―If you are real and Jesus Christ is Your Son 

and He was crucified and rose from the dead, let me know for certain.  Draw me to 

Yourself and convince me that these things are true.  If you do, I will surrender my 

will, my lifestyle, and my future to You.‖ 
 

  Some people are not willing to say these things to God.  I have actually talked to 

people and asked them, ―If I can prove to you beyond a reasonable doubt that Jesus 

Christ is the Son of God, will you invite Him into your life to be your  Lord and 

Master?‖  They have answered, ―No.‖  These people are not being kept from God 

by lack of information or even a lack of faith.  These people are being kept from 

God by their attitude of rebellion, their immoral behavior, and their pride. 
 

   Some of the most committed Christians I have known have been men and women 

of great intellect.  Many have achieved success in the fields of science.  To them 

there is no conflict with true science and the Christian faith.  So, why is it that sci-

ence has presented such a stumbling block to others?  I am convinced that the stum-

bling blocks are put into their minds by the enemy of Jesus, Satan himself. 

It is my sincere desire that this book will help you to see that true science will lead 

you to faith in Jesus and faith in the truths of the Bible.   
 

   If you will be willing to receive the truth, no matter what it is, then God will  

reveal truth to you. 
 

A DESCRIPTION OF THE SHROUD OF TURIN 
 

   The Shroud is a yellow-colored linen cloth, 14 feet 3 inches long and 43 inches 

wide.  It was caught in a fire in 1532.  It was folded over four times and lying in a 

silver-lined box.  The heat from the fire caused the silver to melt.  The dripping 

molten silver burned through the folded cloth leaving a twin series of burn marks 

down its entire length.  Almost every burn is mirrored by a similar one across from 

it, similar to paper doll cutouts. 

 

   Of course, the most compelling feature of the Shroud is the double image of a 

man arranged head to head with the feet at opposite ends.  The body was placed on 

one-half of the Shroud and the other half folded on top of the body.  The person 

encased in this Shroud was obviously the victim of crucifixion.  However, there are 

certain characteristics that match only the crucifixion of Jesus.  For example, most 

crucifixion victims had their legs broken to hasten death.  Jesus did not have his  
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legs broken because He was already dead when inspected by the Roman  

soldier.  Secondly, there was placed on the forehead of Jesus a ―crown of  

thorns‖  to mock His claim of being a spiritual ―king.‖  Obviously, this would 

not be done to most criminals executed by crucifixion.  But there are the 

wounds of  thorns on the head of the image on the Shroud.  Thirdly, there is no 

record of a common practice of piercing the victim through the side with a 

spear, as was done to Jesus.  Again, on the Shroud is evidence of a wound in 

the side of the body  that formed this image.  Fourthly, it was not the common 

practice to scourge the victim just prior to crucifying him.  To be scourged was 

to be beaten with a Roman whip with metal tips.  But Jesus was scourged.  And 

the body in the Shroud has over two hundred scourge marks on its back and 

legs.  The Shroud also shows that the victim had been seriously beaten  in the 

face and down the length of the body, both front and back.  Jesus was beaten by 

the Roman soldiers who scourged Him. 

 

   There are thousands of linen shrouds in museums around the world.  Some of 

them date as far back as 1000 years BC.  But none of them have an image on 

them!  The one and only piece of cloth known to man with such an image on it 

is the Shroud of Turin!  And that image fits the person of Jesus Christ as  

history records His crucifixion and burial.  And, as we shall show later in this 

book, this image gives scientific evidence that Jesus raised from the dead! 

 

   The image on the Shroud is actually a photographic negative.  Scientists are 

baffled as to how the image was made.  They have not been able to duplicate 

such an image using all the latest technology.  To science, it is a mystery. 

 

IS THE IMAGE A PAINTING? 
 

   Throughout the centuries, skeptics have insisted that the image on the Shroud 

Of Turin was nothing more than a clever painting.  The scientific data to dis-

prove that assumption began in 1898 when an Italian photographer named Sec-

ondo Pia was permitted to photograph it during a rare public exhibition.  To his 

astonishment, Pia discovered that the image on the Shroud is actually a nega-

tive, with dark areas appearing light and light areas as dark.  The faint image 

springs to life when printed on photographic paper. 
 

   Among the scientists examining the Shroud was a professor of comparative 

anatomy at the Sorbonne University medical school in Paris.  Although this 

professor was an atheist, he confirmed that it would be impossible for the  

image to be a painting.  It was an accurate anatomic depiction of a human body.  

 

   If the image were a painting, why would the painter in the first, fifth, or even 

the fourteenth century have painted it in negative form?  The concept of  

negativity was unknown until the invention of photography in the nineteenth 

century! 
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   In his book, Image Of The Risen Christ, Dr. Kenneth E. Stevenson (a member of 

the Shroud of Turin Research Project) comments of the findings of this scientific 

team which began its investigations in 1978: 

 

    When considering the possibility of a forgery in the 

 classic sense of the word, science can investigate several 

 areas.  First, are there signs of pigments, dyes, stains, 

 powders, acids, or other artificial or natural colorants  

 on the cloth?  Second, is there evidence for the presence 

 of a medium to apply said pigment?  Third, are there any 

 signs of an artist’s hand at work—brush strokes, block 

 prints, or finger rubbings?  Finally, can a duplicate be 

 made of the Shroud image that demonstrates all of the 

 known characteristics of the image and still fall within 

 the technological ability of a forger who lived between 

 the first and fourteenth centuries? 

  

    Let us review STURP’s conclusion about forgery.  The 

 answer to the first two questions above—the presence 

 of pigment and medium—are negative.  Meticulous test- 

 ing failed to find any evidence of pigment, powder, dyes, 

 acids or any known colorant or medium to apply it.  The 

 image is composed of yellowed linen fibrils.  No colorant  

 known in the fourteenth century or today can account for 

 the fibrils.  The amount of yellow does not increase in  

 the darker image area, as would be expected if the image 

 had been  painted.  Instead, the density of the image  

 increases:  there are simply more yellowed fibrils present 

 in the darker areas... 

  

    Scientists have considered—and rejected—other painting  

 theories as well.  If a pigment had been applied to the cloth  

 and later cracked off, its residue would be detectable.   No  

 residue was found. Neither is there evidence of a medium to  

 apply such a pigment.  In fact, it is difficult to see how any  

 kind of medium could have been applied.  The image is on  

 the surface fibrils only (to a depth of microns) and in no way  

 soaks through the fibers.  This would eliminate any pigment  

 medium applied as a fluid; a fluid would have penetrated and  

 traveled along the fibers, and its presence would have been  

 detected… 
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    A computer analysis at the Jet Propulsion Laboratory in  

 Pasadena, California adds another piece of evidence against  

 the painting theory.  This analysis of the cloth found no  

 directionality in image areas other than the vertical and  

 horizontal patterns of the threads themselves.  That meant  

 there was no sign of brush strokes, finger strokes or other  

 methods of artificial application….In short there is no  

 evidence of a forger’s methods, mediums, or pigments. 
 

    Even the Shroud’s history belies any painting.  The fire  

 of 1532 would have discolored a painting by burning the  

 pigment in some places.  The water which extinguished  

 the fire would have caused the image to ―run.‖  Neither   

 happened...In short, the scientific analysis has disproved  

 the thesis that the Shroud’s  image is a painting of any sort. 
 

    ...The basic fact remains: no artist or forgerer has ever  

 created an image showing all the characteristics of the  

 image of the man of the Shroud.  For example, none of  

 them are three-dimensional, superficial, or non-directional. 
 

    Photographers claim that it is impossible to fake such a  

 delicate image photographically.  One, cited by author  

 Robert Wilcox, wrote,  ―I’ve been involved in the invention  

 of many complicated processes, and I can tell you that no one  

 could have faked that image.  No one could do it today with  

 all the technology we have.  It’s a perfect negative.  It has a  

 photographic quality that is extremely precise.‖  In recent  

 years a skeptical artist and photographer from Great Britain  

 set out to deliberately duplicate the Shroud image using  

 modern photographic techniques.  He was convinced at the 

 outset that the Turin cloth was a hoax.  In the end, although 

 his results were good enough to be used in the movie ―The 

 Silent Witness,‖ his image is vastly inferior to the  

 original.  He concluded that it was virtually impossible  

 for a human to have forged the Shroud image.  In fact,  

 the Shroud has never been successfully duplicated even  

 with the aid of modern technology, despite some valiant  

 attempts. 
 

    In summary, it is virtually impossible that the Shroud  

 image can be a forgery…  Nowhere does STURP (the 

 team of scientists) succeed better than in laying to rest  

 the theory that the Shroud was the work of a human hand. 

 ...All of the electromagnetic spectrum, all of the chemical   
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 data, even all of the physics of the image mitigate against 

 a man-made image. 

 

   Another bit of scientific evidence that proves beyond a doubt that the image 

is not a painting was provided by tests done on the Shroud using a VP-8  

image analyzer, a complex computerized cathode-ray tube device developed by 

NASA.   The image of the man in the Shroud has a two-dimensional  

appearance to the naked eye.  However, the VP-8 reveals a remarkable three-

dimensional image that could not be possible if the image had been a painting.  

Any photograph or painting analyzed by the VP-8 will be revealed as a two-

dimensional image, but the VP-8 reveals that the image of the man in the 

Shroud was actually produced from a genuine three-dimensional physical 

body, a fact derived by the varying distances between the different parts of the 

body and face and the linen cloth as it lay covering the body.  

 

   After years of intensive research, the verdict of the scientists is: 

 

 1.  The image on the Shroud is not a fraud. 

 

 2.   The image on the Shroud is not a painting. 

 

 3.   The image on the Shroud was not made by human hand. 

 

 4.   The image on the Shroud is a photographic negative. 

 

 5.   How the image was made is a mystery. 

 

   Using the latest technologies, scientists have been unable to duplicate the 

image that is on the Shroud.  Many have tried to duplicate it and have failed.  

The image is obviously a ―one time in history phenomenon,‖ just like the  

resurrection of Jesus from the dead. 

 

 

 

SCIENTIFIC EVIDENCE THAT THE SHROUD ORIGINATED IN 

THE JERUSALEM AREA DURING THE FIRST CENTURY 
 

1.   Scientific studies show that the linen flax cloth is composed of hand-spun 

threads woven on a loom in a three-to-one herringbone twill, which was a com-

mon weave in antiquity, especially in ancient Syria.  However, this type of 

fabric was not found in Europe during the first to fourteenth centuries. 

 

2.   A close examination of the Shroud revealed the presence of small amounts 

of cotton fibers called Asian Gossypum herbaceum.  This is a strand of cotton 

grown in the middle East. 
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3.   When the scientists used isodensity enhancement equipment, they  

discovered  the presence of coins that had been placed over the eyes of the body. 

Research determined that these coins had twenty-four points of similarity  

between the coin images on the eyes and an ancient coin minted by Pontius Pilate 

between 29 and 32 A.D.  Pontius Pilate was the Roman ruler who had Jesus  

crucified in A.D. 33. 

 

4.   Residue of pollen and plants was found on the Shroud that are characteristic 

of each of the geographical areas where the history of the Shroud says it has 

been.   By far the most interesting of all the pollen samples that were discovered 

were from plants that are found growing only in the Jerusalem area. 

 

5.   The Gospel of John records that Joseph of Arimathaea and Nicodemus, two 

of Christ’s close followers, quickly buried the body of Jesus after His crucifixion 

in a tomb that belonged to Joseph.  In addition to the specific mention of the 

linen cloth, the Scriptures record that they placed a large amount of herbs and 

spices, including myrrh and aloes, around Christ’s body, as was the Jewish  

burial custom: 

 

 And there came also Nicodemus, which at the first came 

 to Jesus by night, and brought a mixture of myrrh and aloes,  

 about an hundred pound weight.  Then took they the body  

 of Jesus, and wound it in linen clothes with the spices, as the  

 manner of the Jews is to bury.               John 19:39-40 

 

Scientific studies have found that the Shroud of Turin contains faint images of a 

number of plants and herbs that may have been produced on the fibers of the 

Shroud in the same manner as the image of the crucified man.  Scientists from 

Hebrew University in Jerusalem and Duke University in North Carolina have 

found images of 28 species of herbs and plants on the Shroud that are grown in 

Israel in the area around Jerusalem and Jericho.  Remarkably, the majority of the 

plants are spring flowers that blossom at the very time of year the Gospels record 

that the crucifixion of Jesus took place.   

 

6.   Microscopic particles of dirt were taken from the area of the heel image on 

the Shroud.  The chemical composition or ―fingerprint‖ of this dirt was an exact 

match of the most prevalent found in the Jerusalem area. 
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SCIENTIFIC EVIDENCE THAT 

JESUS CHRIST ROSE FROM THE DEAD 

 

   And now we come to the heart of this study.   We are now going to look at the  

scientific facts that give strong evidence (dare we say proof ) that Jesus Christ 

rose from the dead.   What we are about to present here are not ―opinions‖ of 

Christians who want to support their beliefs.  We are presenting scientific facts 

that have been confirmed by scientists who are atheists and agnostics as well as 

Christians.  And remember, even the scientists who are Christians began their 

investigations believing that they would prove the Shroud to be a hoax. 
 

1.   It is a fact that the Shroud was woven in the area of Jerusalem. 
 

2.   It is a fact that the Shroud was woven in the first century. 
 

3.   It is a fact that the image on the Shroud is not a fraud and is not a painting. 
 

4.   It is a fact that the image on the Shroud is a photographic negative.  How the 

image was made is a mystery (but we will present  a couple of possible ways it 

could have been formed). 

 

5.   It is a fact that the body in the Shroud was surrounded with herbs and spices, 

as was the body of Jesus.   

 

6.   It is a fact that there are human blood stains on the Shroud at every point 

where there is a wound.  The blood stains penetrated the linen fibers as a liquid, 

unlike the image which is only on the surface of the linen fibers. 

 

 1)   There are blood stains around the head of the body  that would 

 appear to be the type of blood stains that would be caused by a 

 ―crown of thorns‖ that was placed on the head of Jesus by the Roman 

 soldiers as they mocked His ―kingship.‖ 

 

 The greatest amount of pollen found by the scientists was of a type of 

 thorny thistle which would be ideal for making a crown of thorns.  

 This thistle grows only in Israel! 

 

 2)   There are blood stains and bruises from having been beaten all 

 about the face and all over the body.  Jesus was beaten by the Roman 

 soldiers. 

 

 3)   There are blood stains on the scourge wounds all over the body, 

 front and back. Pilate ordered Jesus to be scourged.  One scientist 

 counted 220 scourge wounds on the body in the Shroud.  There is 
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  evidence that the whip (flagrum) used on this victim 

  may have had three dumbbell-shaped, perhaps sharpened 

  lead tips.  These tips sliced through skin, into small blood 

  vessels,  nerves, and even muscles.  Either two men did  

  the whipping, or one moved from side to side, which  

  would account  for the different angles of the wounds. 
 

 4)   There are blood stains and bruises on the shoulders that could 

 have been caused by carrying the cross to the place of crucifixion. 
 

 5)   There are wounds and blood stains on the lower part of the hands 

 and wrists where nails would have been driven to secure the body to 

 the cross. 
 

 6)   There are wounds and blood stains on the feet where nails would 

 have been  driven to secure the body to the cross. 
 

 7)   There are blood stains from a wound in the side.  John 19:31-37 

 records: 
 

  The Jews therefore, because it was the day of 

  preparation, so that the bodies should not remain  

  on the cross on the Sabbath (for that Sabbath was 

  a high day), asked Pilate that their legs might be 

  broken, and that they might be taken away.  The 

  soldiers therefore came, and broke the legs of the  

  first man, and of the other man who was crucified 

  with Him; but coming to Jesus, when they saw that 

  He was already dead, they did not break His legs; 

  but one of the soldiers pierced His side with a spear, 

  and immediately there came out blood and water. 

  And he who has seen has borne witness, and his 

  witness is true; and he knows that he is telling the 

  truth, so that you also may believe.  For these things  

  came to pass, that the Scripture might be fulfilled,  

  “Not a bone of Him shall be broken…” 
 

 When God was delivering the nation of Israel from bondage to 

 Egypt, one of the plagues that God brought on the Egyptians (for 

 their refusal to let the Israelites go) was the death of the first born of 

 every family that was not in a dwelling covered by the blood of a 

 ―Passover lamb.‖  The death angel would pass over every dwelling 

 with the door-posts covered with the blood of the lamb.  This  

 Passover Lamb was a picture of Jesus.  When Jesus came to John the 

 Baptist to be baptized, John said, ―Behold, the Lamb of God who 

 takes away the sin of the world.‖  (John 1:29) 
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 The Passover Lamb was to be an ―unblemished male‖ and none of 

 its bones were to be broken.  (See Exodus, chapter 12). 
 

 Jesus identified Himself as the Passover Lamb only a few hours before 

 He was crucified.  He was observing the Passover meal with His  

 disciples and the following took place: 

  

  And while they were eating, Jesus took some bread, 

  and after a blessing, He broke it and gave it to the  

  disciples, and said, “Take, eat; this is My body.”  And 

  He took a cup and gave thanks, and gave it to them, 

  saying, “Drink from it, all of you; for this is My 

  blood of the covenant, which is to be shed on behalf 

  of many for forgiveness of sins.‖          Matthew 26:26-28 
 

 Jesus was crucified only a few hours after celebrating the Passover. 
 

 

7.   It is a fact that the wounds on the body of the Shroud are identical to the 

wounds suffered by Jesus as recorded in the Bible. 

 

8.   It is a fact that the image portrays the body of a dead man in a state of rigor 

mortis.  Rigor mortis ( a temporary stiffness and distortion of the muscles after 

death) occurs 24 to 48 hours after death.  The body in the Shroud was definitely 

the body of a dead man.  But he had not been dead very long when his image 

was mysteriously  ―photographed‖ on the linen cloth. 

 

9.   It is a fact that there is no evidence of decomposition of the body on the 

Shroud.  Decomposition begins approximately 48 hours after death.  Therefore, 

the body left the linen cloth while in a state of rigor mortis, and before  

decomposition began. 

 

  Some people might say, ―I thought Jesus was in the grave for three days.  That 

would be more than 48 hours.‖  The answer to that question is:  The  

Bible says that Jesus rose from the dead ―on the third day.‖ 
 

 Jesus was crucified on a Friday and died close to sunset.  (The Jewish day  

begins at sunset, not sunrise).  He rose from the dead ―early in the morning on 

the third day.‖ He was dead on Friday (the first day) for only a few hours.  He 

was in the tomb all day Saturday (the second day).  He was in the tomb on  

Sunday (the third day) for possibly ten to twelve hours (from sunset to  

sunrise). 
 

   If Jesus were dead for 2-4 hours on Friday, 24 on Saturday, and 10-12 on 

Sunday, He would have raised after having been dead for approximately  

36-40 hours.  He would have raised during the time of rigor mortis and before 

the time the body begins to decompose! 
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     When Luke was writing a history of the first few years of the Christian 

church, he quotes Psalm 16:10 as a prophecy about Jesus: ―...You (the Father) 

will not abandon my soul to Hades, nor allow Thy Holy One to undergo decay.‖ 

(Acts 2:27). 
 

10.   It is a fact that the scientific evidence shows no evidence that the body was  

―removed‖ from the Shroud.  The Shroud was in contact with much of the body 

and the dried blood on the body.  If the Shroud had been ―unwrapped‖ or pulled 

away from the body by any means, these blood stains  would have been smeared 

or ―disturbed‖ in some way.   But the blood stains are anatomically correct, even 

down to their precisely outlined borders.  One of the scientists  states it this way: 

―...no physical separation between the body and the Shroud occurred.‖   In other 

words, the body just disappeared! 
 

     There are two mysteries that the scientists cannot explain:   
 

 1.   How was the image made?    

 2.   How was the body removed from the Shroud? 
 

  The body was removed from the linen cloth; had it stayed in the linen cloth for 

a few more hours, it would have begun to decompose.   If decomposition had 

begun, it would definitely have left its mark on the linen.  And, without a doubt, 

there is no evidence of decomposition to be found! 

 

   On the other hand, if the body had been ―physically removed‖ from the linen, 

there would have been unmistakable evidence of its removal.  Had the linen been 

pulled away from the body by any means, there would have been obvious smears 

and distortions where the linen came in contact with the blood stains.  But there 

are no such smears or distortions!  There is no evidence to be found that the body 

was removed.  But, the body did leave the burial cloth!  The question is, ―How 

did the body leave the cloth without leaving evidence of its  

removal?‖   To science it is a mystery.    

 

11.   It is a fact that the blood type and the blood stains match the blood stains 

on the face-cloth, called the Sudarium, in Oviedo, Spain that is known to have 

existed since 760 A.D. 

  

  In John 20:6-8 reference is made to a ―face-cloth‖ in addition to the main linen 

shroud: 

 

 ―Simon Peter therefore also came, following him, and 

 entered the tomb; and he beheld the linen wrappings  

 lying there, and the face-cloth, which had been on His 

 head, not lying with the linen wrappings, but rolled up 

 in a place by itself…‖ 
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   The face-cloth, evidently, had been used to cover Jesus’ head as it was taken 

from the cross to the tomb.  It had been removed when Jesus was placed in the 

linen shroud that covered His entire body.  There is no image on the face-cloth, 

but there are blood stains.    It has been claimed, since 760 A.D., that this face-

cloth is the very one that covered the face of Jesus and that it has been preserved 

to this day in Oviedo, Spain.   

 

   Scientists have compared the blood stains on the face-cloth to those on the 

Shroud.  The blood stains are identical in blood-type, arrangement, and in shape 

with the blood stains on the Shroud! 

 

   In addition, the face cloth contains identical pollen to that found on the Shroud 

of Turin! 

 

   It is safe to say that modern science has confirmed the fact that the two major 

items left behind in the empty tomb that briefly held the dead body of Jesus 

Christ have been preserved for our benefit today!     

 

   If you are honestly seeking the truth about God and about Jesus, there is now 

scientific evidence (in addition to historical evidence) to give you a basis for  

believing the claims of Christ that He is the Son of God and that He died for your 

sins.  If you will believe Him and submit to His lordship, He will forgive you of 

everything you have ever done wrong, and give you eternal life. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HOW WAS THE IMAGE FORMED ON THE SHROUD OF TURIN? 

 

 

 

   This remarkable, unexplainable image on the Shroud of Turin gives scientific 

evidence (proof!) that Jesus Christ did, indeed, raise from the dead.  There is no 

other plausible explanation!   

 

   There are those who have become Christians, convinced that Jesus did raise 

from the dead, and, therefore, must be the Son of God as He claimed, because of 

their investigation into the Shroud of Turin.  And those who have investigated the 

Shroud who still choose to reject the claims of Christ, have not been able to give 

any explanation as to how this image, with corresponding blood stains, could 

have been formed on this burial cloth.  No explanation whatsoever!  There is no 

other explanation!    
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   The basic answer to the question, ―How was the image formed?‖ is this:   

 

 It was formed when the power of God entered into the dead  

 body of Jesus, restored life to that dead body, and raised Him  

 from the dead! 

 

    

   But since we are looking at this phenomena through the eyes of science, let’s 

see how close the scientists can come in describing this event in physical, sci-

entific terms. 

 

   First of all, you can rest assured that the scientists, during the 150,000 man-

hours of investigations, closely considered every conceivable possibility.  They 

evaluated everything from chemical reactions caused by the herbs, plants, etc. , 

to acid painting, to hot statues, to gases coming off the body...and on, and on.  

But every possibility they looked at had serious flaws.  There were obvious 

reasons why each method could not possibly have been the means of creating 

the image that exists on the Shroud. 

 

   As you know, their conclusion is that the cause of the image is a mystery.  

But there is a realm of agreement among many of the scientists.  And that 

realm of agreement is most often expressed as ―the scorch/radiation‖ theory. 

 

   Although they do not know how it occurred, they conjecture that light or heat 

emanated from the body to such a degree that the linen was  ―scorched.‖  

 

   Ray Rogers, a chemist wrote, ―A scorch seems a bit more promising.  If a 

scorch is produced at moderate temperatures, the predominant result is  

creation of conjugated double bonds, which is what we have...I incline toward 

the idea of a scorch, but I can’t think how it was done.  At this point you  

either keep looking for the mechanism or start getting mystical.‖ 

 

   Giles Carter, a professor of chemistry at Eastern Michigan University, has 

specialized in x-ray fluorescence analysis for fifteen years.  Carter felt the 

Shroud’s image was caused by low-energy x-rays of a secondary nature, which 

were emitted by the body under the cloth.  After close examination of photo-

graphs of the Shroud, Carter determined that parts of the skeleton bones 

and teeth of the man in the Shroud were showing through the body image.  

He concluded that  strong x-rays were actually proceeding from within the 

bones of the dead man.  This caused the skin to fluoresce, thereby producing 

secondary, low-energy x-rays that caused the image on the linen. 

   

Carter sent copies of his work to several scientists who had been studying the 

Shroud.  One of these commented that Carter’s theory was ―great physically, 

great chemically, but absolutely bizarre biologically.  Anyone who was that 
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Radioactive would be dead long before he was crucified.‖ 

 

   Another researcher, Jerome Goldblatt, espoused a scorch theory, favoring a 

burst of radiant energy from the body projected onto the cloth. 

 

   Most of the scientists who favored the scorch theory tended toward a moderate 

temperature scorch (less than 280 degrees Celsius) rather than high-intensity 

 radiation.  Of course, the question regarding how such heat could emanate 

from a human body — dead or alive — has no purely scientific answer.  But 

the scorch theory does seem to account for more data than any other theory that 

has been proposed.  The scorch theory accounts for many of the characteristics of 

the image on the Shroud, such as oxidation, dehydration, and conjugation of linen 

fibrils, superficiality, the absence of saturation or image plateaus, and thermal and 

water stability and coloration. 

 

   SUMMARY:    The best the scientists can come up with is that there was a  

projection of light, or energy, or radiation of an unknown origin that came 

from inside the body that was inside the burial cloth.  This light, or energy, 

or radiation projected the image of the body onto the cloth. 

 

   And now let us look through the eyes of the Bible to see if there is any informa-

tion there that might help us understand what took place inside the tomb where 

Jesus was buried. 

 

 

TWO PHENOMENON IN SCRIPTURE THAT COULD 

ACCOUNT FOR THE IMAGE ON THE CLOTH 

 

1. Jesus, on several occasions, made reference to ―power‖ that was inside 

 Him. 

 

 ―For as the Father raises the dead and gives life to them, even so the 

 Son gives life to whom He will...For as the Father has life in Himself, 

 so He has granted the Son to have life in Himself.”         John 5: 21,26 

 

 ―All authority has been given to Me in heaven and on earth.” 

 Matthew 28:18 

 

 Then His disciples came to Him and awoke Him, saying, “Lord, save 

 us!  We are perishing!”  But He said to them, “Why are you fearful, O 

 you of little faith?”  Then He arose and rebuked the winds and the sea, 

 and there was a great calm.  So the men marveled, saying, “Who can 

 this be, that even the winds and the sea obey Him?”      

 Matthew 9: 25-27 
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 ...And the power of the Lord was present for Him to perform  

 healing.                                 Luke 5:17 

 

 ―If I cast out demons by the Spirit of God, then the kingdom of God 

 has come upon you“          .     Matthew 12: 28 

 

 And Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, returned from the Jordan and was 

 led about by the Holy Spirit… And Jesus returned to Galilee in the 

 power of the Spirit...    Luke 4:1, 14 

 

 For Christ also died for sins once for all, the just for the unjust, in 

 order that He might bring us to God, having been put to death in the 

 flesh, but made alive by the Spirit.    I Peter 3:18 

 

2. The Scriptures record on several occasions that the ―glory‖ of God 

 manifested itself in ―light.‖ 

 

 And six days later Jesus took with him Peter and James and John his 

 brother, and brought them up to a high mountain by themselves.  

 And He was transfigured before them; and  His face shone like the 

 sun, and His garments became as white as light…    Matthew 17: 1,2 

 

 So Moses was there with the Lord forty days and forty nights...And it 

 came about when Moses was coming down from Mount Sinai (and 

 the two tablets of the testimony were in Moses‟ hand as he was  

 coming down from the mountain), that Moses did not know that the 

 skin of his face shone because of his speaking with Him…      

 Exodus 34: 28,29  

 

 Then the cloud covered the tent of meeting, and the glory of the Lord 

 filled the tabernacle.  And Moses was not able to enter the tent of 

 meeting because the cloud had settled on it, and the glory of the Lord 

 filled the tabernacle. Exodus 40: 34,35 

 

 ...when the trumpeters and the singers were to make themselves 

 heard with one voice to praise and to glorify the Lord, and when they 

 lifted up their voice accompanied by trumpets and cymbals and  

 instruments of music, and when they praised the Lord saying, “He 

 indeed is good for His lovingkindness is everlasting,” then the  house, 

 the house of the Lord was filled with a cloud, so that the priests could 

 not stand (they fell to the ground) to minister because of the cloud, for 

 the glory of the Lord filled the house of God.     

 II Chronicles 5:13,14 
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 Now when Solomon had finished praying, fire came down from heaven 

 and consumed the burnt offering and the sacrifices; and the glory of the 

 Lord filled the house.  And the priests could not enter into the house of  the 

 Lord, because the glory of the Lord filled the Lord‟s house.      

 II Chronicles 7: 1,2 

 

  THE DEFINITION OF ―GLORY‖ : 

 

   W. E. Vine, in his Expository Dictionary Of  

   New Testament Words  includes in his  

   definition of ―Glory‖:  ―Brightness or Splendor.‖ 

 

   Knowing that the “glory of the Lord” has manifested as light so bright that 

those who were present were not able to stand, but fell to the ground; or they 

were not able to enter the room where the glory was shining — it is not  

difficult to imagine the brightness of God’s glory that was shining inside the 

tomb where the dead body of Jesus was being restored to life! 

 

 

 

 

THE RESURRECTION OF JESUS FROM THE DEAD IS 

THE MOST IMPORTANT DOCTRINE OF THE CHRISTIAN FAITH. 

 

 

1. Jesus Taught That He Came To Earth (From Heaven) For The 

 Purpose Of Dying On The Cross, And That He Would Rise From 

 The Dead On The Third Day. 

 

 Jesus answered them, saying, “The Hour has come that the Son of Man 

 (another title for Jesus) should be glorified.  Most assuredly, I say to you, 

 unless a grain of wheat falls into the ground and dies, it remains alone; 

 but if it dies, it produces much grain...Now my soul is troubled, and what 

 shall I say, „Father, save Me from this hour?‟  But for this purpose I 

 came to this hour...And I, if I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all 

 men to Myself.”  This He said signifying by what death He would die.     

 John 12: 23-33 

 

 Jesus said, “Behold, we are going up to Jerusalem; and the Son of Man 

 will be delivered up to the chief priests and to the scribes, and they will 

 condemn Him to death, and deliver Him to the Gentiles to mock and to 

 scourge and to crucify.  And the third day He will rise again...the Son of 

 Man did not come to be served, but to serve and to give His life a ransom 

 for many.”                     Matthew 20:18-19,28 
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 Therefore My Father loves Me, because I lay down My life that I may 

 take it again.  No one takes it from Me, but I lay it down of Myself.  I 

 have power to lay it down, and I have power to take it again.  This 

 command I have received from My Father.”     John 10: 17,18 

 

 

2. Faith In The Resurrection Of Jesus From The Dead Is An Essential 

 Element Of Salvation (Forgiveness Of Sins And Receiving Eternal 

 Life). 

 

 “And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so must the 

 Son of Man be lifted up, that whoever believes in Him should not  

 perish but have eternal life.  For God so loved the world that He gave 

 His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish 

 but have everlasting life.”                     John 3: 14-16 

 

 For He taught His disciples and said to them, “The Son of Man is  

 being betrayed into the hands of men, and they will kill Him.  And after 

 He is killed, He will rise the third day.”     Mark 9:31 

 

 ―He who believes in the Son has everlasting life…”       John 3: 36 

 

 ...if you confess with your mouth the Lord Jesus and believe in your 

 heart that God has raised Him from the dead, you will be saved.  For 

 with the heart one believes unto righteousness, and with the mouth  

 confession is made unto salvation.     Romans 10:9,10 

 

 

HISTORICAL EVIDENCE OF THE RESURRECTION 

 

   It is beyond the scope of this small book to present the historical evidence for 

the resurrection.  There are more than 24,000 existing manuscripts of the New 

Testament record.   Some were written as early as 25 years after the death of  

Jesus.   There were thousands of people who saw Jesus after His resurrection. 

Many of them died cruel, painful deaths rather than renounce what they knew to 

be true. 

 

   In spite of the fact that it was punishable by death to be a Christian during the 

first three hundred years, and several millions of people were martyred, so many 

people committed their lives to Jesus Christ that they overcame (with love) the 

governments that persecuted them. 

 

   At the end of the Introduction, I have listed several books for your study which 

give ample information about the historical evidence for the resurrection. 
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HOW DOES A PERSON BECOME A REAL CHRISTIAN? 
 

In Matthew 28:19,20 Jesus told His followers: “Go therefore and make disciples of  

all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the  

Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all things that I have commanded you…” 
 

A real Christian is someone who has made the decision to become a disciple of Jesus. 

A disciple is one who is in the life-long process of learning and obeying what Jesus 

has commanded.  This is what is meant by the word ―lord.‖  Jesus becomes the Lord 

(Owner and Master) of your life.  The Lordship of Jesus is one of love and fellowship.  

Jesus is alive and wants us to know Him and to enjoy His fellowship. 
 

EACH PERSON MUST RECEIVE JESUS CHRIST AS SAVIOR AND LORD 

BY PERSONAL INVITATION. 
 

EACH PERSON… No one can become a Christian for you. You are not a 

   Christian because you are born in a ―Christian‖ country  

   or a Christian family.  It must be your decision. 

   God Himself will not force you. 
 

 Choose for yourselves today whom you will serve… Joshua 24:15 
 

MUST RECEIVE… To receive Jesus is to believe that: 
 

 1. He is the Son of God. 
 

  Jesus said…“I am the Son of God.”                John 10:36 
 

 2. He died for your sins. 
 

  Jesus said to them, “Behold we are going up to Jerusalem; and the 

  Son of Man (Jesus) will be delivered up to the chief priests and to 

  the scribes, and they will condemn Him to death, and deliver Him 

  to the Gentiles to mock and to scourge and to crucify.  And the 

  third day He will rise again.” Matthew 20: 18,19 
    

 3. He raised from the dead. 
 

  If you confess with your mouth the Lord Jesus and believe in your 

  heart that God has raised Him from the dead, you will be saved.  

  For with the heart one believes unto righteousness, and with the 

  mouth confession is made unto salvation. Romans 10:9,10 
 

 and submit to his lordship (ownership). 
 

  But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become 

  children of God, even to those who believe on His name.      

  John 1:12 

 

  For Christ died and rose to life in order to be the Lord of the 

  living and the dead.     Romans 14:9 
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JESUS CHRIST… These  are Greek translations for Hebrew words: 
   

 Jesus = Savior  Christ = Anointed One (Messiah) 
 

 Jesus is the Savior of the World, the Anointed One of God.   Jesus  

 Himself said that He is the Son of God and that He is the only way any  

 person can come into right relationship with God the Father. 
 

 Jesus said, “I am the Son of God”…   John 10:36 
 

 Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life; no one 

 comes to the Father but through Me.”   John 14:6 
 

 And there is salvation in no one else; for there is no other name under 

 heaven that has been given among men, by which we must be saved.     

 Acts 4:12 
 

AS SAVIOR AND LORD…  
  

 Jesus took your shame, your guilt, your punishment—on Himself — in 

 order that you could be forgiven and receive His righteousness. 
 

 God made Him, who knew no sin to be sin on our behalf, that we might 

 become the righteousness of God in Him.            II Corinthians. 5:21 
 

The Lordship of Jesus is a lordship of love.  Jesus said: 
 

 “By this is My Father glorified, that you bear much fruit; so you will 

 be My disciples.  As the Father loved Me, I also have loved you; abide 

 in My love.  If you keep My commandments, you will abide in My love, 

 just as I have kept My Father‟s commandments and abide in His love.  

 These things I have spoken to you, that My joy may remain in you, and 

 that your joy may be full.  This is My commandment, that you love one 

 another as I have loved you.”                   John 15: 8-12 
 

 Jesus gives us His commandments because He loves us and knows what  

 is best for us. 
 

Jesus desires your fellowship. 
 

 God is faithful, by whom you were called into the fellowship of His 

 Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.   I Corinthians 1:9 
 

 ...that which we have seen and heard we declare to you, that you also 

 may have fellowship with us; and truly our fellowship is with the Father  

 and with His Son Jesus Christ.  And these things we write to you that 

 your joy may be full.     I John 1: 3,4 
 

Jesus demands your obedience. 
 

 Jesus said, “And why do you call Me „Lord, Lord,‟ and do not do what 

 I say.”     Luke 6:46 
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BY PERSONAL INVITATION… 

 

 Believing that Jesus is the Son of God, that He died for your sins, and that 

 God raised Him from the dead, ask Him: 

 

 1.   To forgive you of your sins.   We must repent in order to receive        

       God’s forgiveness and cleansing. 

 

       REPENTANCE IS: 

 

  1.   Changing one’s mind and purpose for the better; turning  

        around and going the right direction. 

 

  2.   Agreeing with God about sin.  If He says it’s wrong, it’s  

        wrong. 

 

  3.   A decision to turn from sin to obey God. 

 

  If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our  

  ins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.     I John 1: 9 

 

  Repent, therefore and return, that your sins may be wiped away, 

  in order that times of refreshing may come from the presence of 

  the Lord…                  Acts 3: 19 

 

 2.   To come into your life as Lord. 

 

  If you confess with your mouth Jesus as Lord, and believe in  

  your heart that God raised Him from the dead, you shall be  

  saved.                          Romans 10:9 

 

 Jesus PROMISES to come into your life if you will ask Him and  

 submit to Him. 

 

 Jesus said, “Behold, I stand at the door and knock; if any one 

hears My voice and opens the door, I will come in to him…”     

Revelation 3: 20 

 

  For whoever will call upon the name of the Lord will be saved. 

  Romans 10: 13 
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YOU CAN RECEIVE JESUS AS YOUR SAVIOR AND LORD 

BY PRAYING A PRAYER OF FAITH AND SURRENDER. 
 

For example: 
 

 ―Heavenly Father, 

 I do believe that you sent your Son, Jesus, to die for my sins. 

 I do believe that you raised Him from the dead. 

 I confess that I have sinned against You, and that I am willing to turn 

 from my sins.  I will trust You to give me power over them. 

  

 Jesus, I now ask You to come into my life as my Savior and Lord. 

 From this day forward, to the best of my ability, I will live my life to 

 be pleasing to You.  It is my desire to know You and to enjoy Your 

 fellowship. 
 

 Thank you for coming into my life and forgiving me of all of my sins, 

 and for giving me eternal life.  Amen.‖ 
 

THERE ARE TWO BASIC KINDS OF PRAYER: 
 

 1.   A prayer for help. 
 

 2.   A prayer of faith and surrender. 
 

 Have you ever prayed a prayer of faith and surrender?        No     Yes 
 

 There are two major reasons why many people refuse to pray this 

 prayer: 

 

  1.   They are concerned what others may think. 
 

  2.   They are not willing to make the changes in their life-style 

        they know Jesus would want them to make. 

 

 Jesus said, “For what does it profit a man to gain the whole world,  

 and forfeit his soul?  For what shall a man give in exchange for his 

 soul?  For whoever is ashamed of Me and My words in this adulterous 

 and sinful generation, the Son of Man will also be ashamed of him 

 when He comes in the glory of His Father with the holy angels.”     

 Mark 8:35-38 

 

 If you are willing to turn from your sins, Jesus will give you  

 power over them after He comes into your life. 

 

 You can pray a prayer of faith and surrender at any time and at any 

 place. 

 

 Why not stop and pray right now? 
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IF YOU ARE NOT WILLING AT THIS TIME TO BECOME A REAL 

CHRISTIAN, THERE ARE TWO FACTS YOU NEED TO KNOW: 

 

 1.   EVERY PERSON WHO IS NOT A CHRISTIAN BELONGS  

       TO SATAN AND THE KINGDOM OF DARKNESS. 

 

  We know that we (who believe in Jesus) belong to God, 

  even though the whole world is under the rule of the 

  Evil one.     I John 5: 19 

 

  Jesus said to them, “If God were your Father, you would 

  love Me...You are of your father the devil.   John 8: 42,44 

 

 2.   IF YOU DIE WITHOUT HAVING RECEIVED JESUS AS  

       YOUR SAVIOR AND LORD, YOU WILL SPEND ETERNITY 

       WITH SATAN IN HELL. 

 

  It is appointed for men to die once, and after this comes 

  judgment.     Hebrews 9: 27 

 

  And the devil who deceived them will be thrown into the  

  lake of fire and brimstone, where the beast and the false  

  prophet are also; and they will be tormented day and night  

  forever and ever...And if anyone‟s name is not found  

  written in the book of life, he will be thrown into the lake  

  of fire.         Revelation 20: 10, 15 

 

IF YOU SINCERELY ASKED JESUS TO COME INTO YOUR LIFE AS 

SAVIOR AND LORD, HERE IS WHAT HAPPENED: 

 

1.  JESUS, IN THE PERSON OF THE HOLY SPIRIT, CAME TO LIVE IN 

 YOU.                John 14:16,17;  I Corinthians 6: 19,20;  Romans 8: 9 

 

2.  YOUR SINS WERE COMPLETELY FORGIVEN.  

 Colossians 2:13;   I John 2:12;  Romans 4: 7, 8. 

 

3.  YOU BECAME A NEW AND DIFFERENT PERSON.   

 II Corinthians 5:17;     Romans 6: 4. 

 

4.  YOU WERE TRANSFERRED FROM THE KINGDOM OF SATAN TO 

THE KINGDOM OF GOD.    

 Acts 26: 18;  Ephesians 5: 8;   Colossians 1: 12, 13. 

 

5.  YOU WERE GIVEN ETERNAL LIFE.    

 I John 5: 11-13;           John 10: 27,28; John 5: 21. 
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JESUS WAS BAPTIZED TO BE OUR EXAMPLE 

 
Then Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan to be baptized by him.  But 

John tried to prevent Him, saying, “I  need to be baptized by You, and are You 

coming to me?”  But Jesus answered and said to him, “Permit it to be so now,  

for thus it is fitting for us to fulfill all righteousness.”  Then John baptized Him.  

When He had been baptized, Jesus came up immediately from the water; and 

behold, the heavens were opened to Him, and He saw the Spirit of God  

descending like a dove and alighting upon Him.              Matthew 3:13-15 

 

JESUS COMMANDS US TO BE BAPTIZED 

 
Jesus said, “All authority has been given to Me in heaven and on earth.  Go 

therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the 

Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I 

have commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age.”     

Matthew 28:18-20 

 

BAPTISM SYMBOLIZES OUR UNION WITH JESUS IN HIS 

DEATH, BURIAL, AND RESURRECTION. 

 
Or do you not know that as many of us as were baptized into Christ Jesus were  

baptized into His death?   Therefore we were buried with Him through baptism 

into death, that just as Christ was raised from the dead to the glory of the  

Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life.  For if we have been 

united with Him in the likeness of His death, certainly we also shall be in the 

likeness of His resurrection.                       Romans 6:3-5 
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Top:   The Burial Cloth in its natural state, a photographic negative. 

Bottom:  A photographic positive of the Burial Cloth. 

 

There is no supernatural power in the Burial Cloth.  It is not to be worshiped, that would be idolatry. 

The Burial Cloth provides both scientific and historical evidence that Jesus Christ raised from the dead.   

It is He that we worship. 

 

The body was laid on one-half of the cloth and the other half was pulled over the top of the body. 

The cloth was marred in a fire in the year 1532. 

© 1978 Vernon Miller  
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Frontal and Dorsal Image Showing Three-Dimensional Data 

From The VP-8 Analyzer. 

Had the image on the Shroud been a painting, the VP-8 Analyzer 

would have depicted the image as a two-dimensional object. 

A close-up view of the hands show that the body is in a state of 

rigor mortis.  You can also see the wound in the lower part of the  

left hand/wrist where a nail was driven to secure the body to the cross. 

The blood saturated the linen as a liquid, whereas the image is only on 

the surface of the linen fibrils. 
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The face on the Burial Cloth. 

Blood stains are evident from the thorns and scourging. 

 

This is an image of a body in a state of rigor mortis.  Rigor mortis is a 

temporary stiffness and distortion of the muscles that occur in a body  

24 to 48 hours after death.  After 48 hours, rigor mortis subsides and  

decomposition of the body begins. There is absolutely no evidence of 

decomposition on the Shroud. 

 

The body left the burial cloth during the time of rigor mortis.  But there is 

no physical evidence that the body left the cloth.  If the cloth had been 

lifted from the body, there would have been “smears” where the cloth was 

in contact with the blood stains and body fluids.  But there are no smears! 

The cloth, with all of the stains are in perfect condition as if the body were 

still present!   But the body is gone.  The body just disappeared! 

 

 

 

The photographs are courtesy of Dr. Kenneth E. Stevenson, 

© 1978 Vernon Miller  


